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MIKE DICKERSON

here’s something special
about hunting rifles made
of polished, blued steel
and high-grade walnut
stocks executed in the clas-
sic fashion. That combina-
tion goes together like a warm camp-
fire and a fine, single-malt whisky,
and it’s increasingly difficult to find in
factory production rifles.

In a market dominated by ubiqui-
tous black synthetic stocks and a rush
to embrace all things tacticool, such
rifles evoke a more genteel time when
custom stock makers were much in
demand and their products were
viewed not just as functional tools,
but as works of art.

Today, regrettably, such rifles often
come with hefty price tags. Mossberg
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has challenged that status quo with
the Patriot Revere, one of the newest
— and nicest — versions of the com-
pany’s affordable Patriot line of rifles.
The Revere has been around for a
couple of years now, but it was newly
chambered for the 6.5 Creedmoor for
2018, creating what may be a nearly
perfect blend of old and new. Perhaps
the most remarkable thing about the
eye-catching Revere is the fact that
Mossberg brought it to market at a
price that’s well below the cost of
most similarly appointed guns — and
below the price of wood-stocked flag-
ship models from the likes of Reming-
ton, Ruger and Winchester.

While Patriot rifles are generally
thought of as economy rifles, with a
MSRP starting at $441 for the synthet-

Chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor,
Mossberg’s Patriot Revere rifle
combines old-school good looks with
high-ballistic-coefficient performance
— at a price the masses can afford.

ic-stocked Predator model, the Revere
represents the top of the line. Even a
cursory glance tells you the Revere is
a cut above the norm, and a rifle that
any hunter should be proud to own.
It has a MSRP of just $823. With a
real-world price below that, here’s a
closer look at what you'll get for your
money.

Head-Turning Good Looks

The first thing you’ll notice about
the Revere is its oil-finished European
walnut stock, of a grade Mossberg calls
Premier 2.0, which is a definite step
up from wood stocks found on most
factory production rifles these days. It
has fine-line, laser-cut checkering on
the grip and forend, and it’s adorned
with a rosewood grip cap and forend
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“ To satisfy my
curiosity, | took
note of where the
first three shots
went in each group.
Measuring only
these, four out of
five tested loads
produced sub-
MOA average
results, with
best groups
for those loads
running under

a half-inch. ”
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tip. These are nicely set off by thin,
contrasting maple spacers. It also has
a very well-fitted %-inch recoil pad set
behind a black spacer.

The net result is a decidedly retro
look matched to a stock design with
clean, straight lines. In this regard,
it seems to borrow a bit from Win-
chester, Weatherby and Remington
rifles of yesteryear. If those firearms
contributed their DNA to a bullet-

The rifle’s design is a mix of old-school
good looks and contemporary features,
such as a spiral-fluted bolt and
detachable magazine.

slinging offspring, I imagine this is
what it would look like.

A machined, tubular receiver is mat-
ed to a 24-inch sporter-profile barrel.
Both have a lustrous, deep blue finish.
The barrel has a recessed target-style
crown not always seen on rifles in
this price category. Mounting scopes
is a cinch because the rifle ships from
the factory with Weaver-style bases al-
ready installed.

In a nod to contemporary styling,
the bolt has deeply cut, elegant black
spiral flutes.

From the factory, the trigger broke at an

average pull weight of 2 pounds, 9 ounces.
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The bolt fluting is aesthetically pleas-
ing to my eye, but it also has a couple
of practical benefits: Reducing weight
is one, and the other is an exception-
ally slick-cycling bolt. It is, in a word,
smooth. The bolt is not a one-piece
design. Rather, it is assembled from
three components: the handle, body
and head. The bolt head, which uses
two substantial locking lugs, has a tra-
ditional plunger ejector and Sako-style
extractor. The bolt handle is knurled
for a firm grip.

This brings us to one component
of the rifle I was somewhat less-than-
pleased with: The bottom metal isn’t
metal. It’s polymer. I know that’s part
of the reason Mossberg can price the
rifle so affordably, but I found myself
wishing the company could have gone
the extra step and used metal, even if
it did add a bit of cost and weight to a
7-pound rifle.

You'll also find a polymer component
sliding into the bottom of the action
in the form of a detachable box maga-
zine. While I would’ve been perfectly
happy with a hinged metal-floorplate
magazine design, I generally prefer de-
tachable magazines to be of the metal
variety. Lest [ be accused of succumbing
to grouchy old hunter syndrome, I do
recognize the weight-saving properties
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For testing, the author used a Weaver Super
Slam 2-10X42mm riflescope. It was a cinch
for the author to mount as the rifle came
with Weaver-style bases installed.

A two-position safety does not
lock the bolt down when the
safety is engaged.

and durability of current-generation
polymer magazines. I just prefer metal
as a purely personal preference.

The magazine clicks firmly into
place in the magazine well and drops
freely into the hand when you operate
the magazine release lever, which is
protected against accidental tripping
by being recessed into the bottom
of the stock.

The forend and grip of
the Revere have fine-line,
laser-cut checkering.

The magazine well is also made of
polymer, and extends on its top side
into two tabs, which actually form
part of the bedding system for the
rifle as the action screws pass through
these tabs to secure the action to the
stock of the rifle.

The Savage-esque LBA (Lightning
Bolt Action) trigger on the Revere had
just a hint of barely-noticeable creep,
but it didn’t bother me because it was
predictable and consistent. Don’t take
that as a criticism, for it’s still a much
nicer trigger than many found on
guns in this price range. Although you
can adjust the trigger within a pull-
weight range of 2-7 pounds, I left it as
it arrived from the factory for testing.

The bolt, assembled from three
pieces, has two substantial
locking lugs and deep spiral
fluting. Cycling is
exceptionally
smooth.

A detachable
polymer magazine
holds five rounds.
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A rosewood grip cap, adorned with an “M,”
is fitted to the bottom of the grip.

A 3-inch recoil
pad, bordered by
a black spacer, is
precisely fit to the
stock of the rifle.
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Dry-firing it for the first time, I discov-
ered, with what might have been the
sound of the Hallelujah chorus play-
ing in my head, that the trigger broke
at an average pull weight of 2 pounds,
9 ounces. I've tested far too few fac-
tory rifles in the past several years that
come with a trigger this good.

You'll find the rifle’s safety lever lo-
cated on the right side of the receiver
just behind the top of the bolt handle,
within easy reach of the thumb when
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The surface of the bolt handle

e knob is knurled for a sure grip.

the rifle is gripped in a shooting posi-
tion. The safety is a two-position de-
sign and is disengaged when pushed
to the forward “fire” position. When
the safety is engaged, in the rear-
ward position, the bolt is not locked
down. This allows you to cycle rounds
through the action with the safety in
the “on” position.

Functionally, everything on the rifle
worked exactly as it should. Operation
was instinctive and automatic, as it

MOSSBERG PATRIOT REVERE 6.5 CREEDMOOR

TYPE:
CALIBER:
BARREL: | 24-inch
FINISH: | Blued

RATE OF TWIST: | 1:8
WEIGHT:

STOCK:

TRIGGER:

Bolt action, push-feed

6.5 Creedmoor, as tested

7 pounds

European walnut

Lightning Bolt Action,
adjustable

MAGAZINE:
CAPACITY:

MSRP:
MANUFACTURER:

Detachable polymer
5+1

$823

Mossberg

should be with any good rifle. I found
it easy to load rounds into the maga-
zine, and they fed, fired, extracted and
ejected without skipping a beat.

Performance When It Counts
All things considered, the Revere is a
great-looking rifle that you can buy at a

rifle scope, which I've long favored for
testing rifles with great confidence that

hunters, I tested it with five different
6.5 Creedmoor factory hunting loads,
measuring velocities over a Competi-
tive Edge Dynamics M2 chronograph.
Velocities were quite close to factory
advertised velocities with one excep-
tion: The Federal Big Game Trophy
Copper 120-grain load stepped out
103 fps faster than the factory number.
This was the only load tested with an
all-copper bullet, and the Revere didn’t
seem overly fond of it, turning in aver-
age five-shot groups of 1.70 inch.

The rifle did better with the other
four tested loads, producing average

tested, Hornady’s Superformance
load with a 129-grain SST bullet,
which clocked in at 2,953 fps. Aver-
age groups with this load were 1.23
inch, with a best group of 1.13 inch.
Two other tested loads matched that
best-group size exactly.
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MOSSBERG PATRIOT REVERE 6.5 CREEDMOOR

MANUFACTURER VELOCITY STANDARD EXTREME AVERAGE BEST
(fps) DEVIATION (fps) | SPREAD (fps) | GROUP(in) | GROUP (in)

Federal Fusion

140 gr. 2,694 9.9 25.0 143 113

Federal Trophy

Copper 120 gr. 2,903 7.4 17.0 1.70 132

Federal Non Typical

Whitetail 140 gr. SP 2] 152 R 137 134

Hornady Precision

Hunter 143 gr. ELD-X 2,635 10.0 28.0 1.32 113

Hornady

Superformance 2,953 8.0 25.0 123 113

129 gr. SST ’

Note: Velocities measured over Competitive Edge Dynamics M2 chronograph and test-groups fired in
wind varying 3-8 mph. Accuracy measured with three, five-shot groups.

But these five-shot groups only tell
part of the story. The rifle had a pro-
nounced tendency to group the first
three shots in a string tightly, with
shots four and five opening groups up
a bit, which is to be expected with a
sporter-weight barrel as it heats up.

To satisfy my curiosity, I took note
of where the first three shots went in
each group. Measuring only these,
four out of five tested loads produced
sub-MOA average results, with best

Smiths

TACTICAL

groups for those loads running under
half an inch. That’s the kind of accu-
racy I've come to expect with good
rifles chambered for the inherently
accurate 6.5 Creedmoor cartridge, and
it’s all the accuracy you should ever
need in a hunting rifle.

In a lifetime of hunting, I can't
ever recall encountering a deer dumb
enough to hang around while some-
one shot at it five times. It's the first
shot that counts, and sometimes the

Tested on a hot Texas day, the Revere had a
tendency to group the first three shots tightly,
with shots four and five opening groups up

a bit as the barrel heated up. That’s to be
expected of rifles with sporter-weight barrels,
and it’s not a hindrance in a hunting rifle.

second — but if you haven’t dropped
that buck with the third shot, I'd wa-
ger you won't do it with the fifth.

With a competent shooter behind
the trigger, the Patriot Revere will per-
form when it counts, and look great
doing so. epTm

BE READY.

INTRODUCING TACTICAL
KNIVES AND TOOLS FROM
THE EDGE EXPERTS®

v e

Since 1886, Smith’s has been keeping the best knives in the world sharp.
Now, we're introducing our own line of tactical knives and tools that offer
top quality (420 stainless steel blades, almost indestructible G10 scale
handles, and some with ball bearing pivot mechanisms) for less than you
would expect to pay. Learn more at smithstactical.com.

You

smithstactical.com
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